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Route Description

Tour web-page

Note: the sides/banks and ftributaries of rivers
(whether left or right) are determined by common rule:
by looking towards the direction of the river stream
(ignoring our moving direction).

Khuro range route begins from Dariali
Valley, near the state border of Georgia and
Russia.

From the main paved road, at Dariali
Archangel Monastery, we turn right and
begin to ascend on an unpaved road, along
Khdistskhali River (the right tributary of
Terek). At this moment, Dariali Archangel
Monastery gets right from us. The valley of
Khdistskhali River is called Khde Valley or
just Khde.

After passing certain distance, we reach
some hydro power infrastructure. This is
Kazbegi HPP water intake. This is the end
of the unpaved road and the beginning of
narrow path.

The narrow path lies along the right side of
Khdistskhali River.

After several kilometers of hiking, we have
to find river crossing point. For this, we first
must identify the big left tributary of
Khdistskhali. The tributary's last part that
can be seen from Khdistskhali banks, flows
on very steep slopes and makes high
waterfalls. So it is not difficult to identify it.
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This is how the left tributary of Khdistskhali looks from
below.

1 — The left tributary

2 — Khdistskhali River

Note: There is no exact determined point for
river crossing. So we have to find the
shallowest point with slow stream. It is the
best way to look for such place several ten
meters down from the confluence of
Khdistskhali and its abovementioned left
tributary.

For safety, it's better to use rope for river
crossing.

After crossing Khdistskhali, a steep ascent
begins on a steep slope. There are no more
paths. The slope is covered partly by stones
and partly by trees. It is strongly
recommended by Bisna to hike on tree-
covered area, but note, that we cannot fully
avoid hiking on stone-covered parts of the
ascent. So, we have to be extremely
accurate and careful to avoid sliding or
rolling stones under our feet.

After the ascent's steepest section ends, we
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will see the waterfall and another steep
ascent forward:

e ‘. -3

The circle — The waterfall and the secn sep ascent.
By the arrow the campsite is shown.

We hike towards it. Here, the ascent is not
as steep as it was before, but stones under
our feet are still dangerous. For more
safety, we can hike in the streambed of the
river (Khdistskhali's left tributary).

We pass the waterfall from its left side (So
— right side from our point of view) and on
the head of the waterfall we reach the
campsite with an area enough for setting
lots of tents.

The way from campsite to final panorama
point is much easier and safer. We just
keep the direction up, along the valley.
Consider that after the source of the river,
there is no more potable water on the way.

After several kilometers, we reach the ridge
of Khuro Range. This is pass-like place with
amazing views.

We have the same back way to Dariali.
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